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abolished : and though no interested 
motives could induce me to alter 
that opinion : yet it is neither to the 
Catholic peasant, or the Catholic 
mechanic, that its continuance or 
abolition can possibly make the 
slightest difference. To such as 
move in a higher sphere, its continu- 
ance is indeed buiiiiliating and op- 
pressive : but to you, my friends, it 
is of little moment. Listen not then 
to those, (I address myself equally 
to you all,) who would plant in 
your bosoms the noxious seeds of 
strife. Lay aside all party distinc- 
tions ; all oflFensire badges; all irri- 
tating epithets'; all insulting proces- 
sions. And, as in your society the 
names of Protestant and Catholic are 
sunk and lost in the endearing one 
of Freemason, I would to God, that 
throughout the world they were sunk 
and lost in the still more endearing 
one of Christian ! Then, would the 
inspired oracles of divine wisdom be 
your only guide ; and under their 
guidance you would seldom go as- 
tray. They command you, to ' re- 
spect your neighbour as yourself:* 
to ' do good to every man :' to ' re- 
lieve the oppressed :' to ' live peace- 
ably with all :' to ' practise justice:' 
to ' love mercy :' and to ' walk hum- 
bly with your God.' Obey these 
precepts ; and your society will 
flourish. Neglect them ; and its 
speedy downfall must be the conse- 
quence. 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

BELFAST LITEKARY SOCIETV. 

THE name of this Society would 
seem to indicate that its dis- 
cussions were confined to Polite Li- 
terature only. This is by no means 
the case : its plan comprehends Phi- 
losophical, Mathematical, Chemical, 
and Mechanical subjects.* In short, 

* From almost the commencement of 
this Society, it has been one of its priacl- 



no topics whatever arc excluded, ex- 
cepting politics, and controverted 
points in theology. So that not- 
wi;hstandlng the production of a 
Paper is imperious on each member 
in rotation, and that the number of 
the members is less than what might 
be expected in such a town as Belfast, 
yet the Society has subsisted eleven 
years, and has had meetings eight 
times every year, (from October to 
May, inclusive,) without feeling 
any inconvenience from a regula- 
tion, which, at first view, is apt to 
deter individuals from offering them- 
selves as candidates for admission, 
who might be eminently qualified, 
in every respect. Besides, the force 
of the objection would diminish as 
the Society increases in number ; and 
where so wide a field lies open for 
discussion, scarcely any man, who 
thinks or writes at all, could be at 
a loss for the subject of a Paper, 
once in about two years ; especially 
as there is no fixed standard for its 
length. Several Fasciculi of the So- 
ciety have already been published, 
and others are in preparation. 

It will be admitted, that the best 
mode of Understanding any subject 
well, is to commit it to paper; be- 
cause, by this means, it may be 
viewed in its various lights and bear- 
ings, and the different parts thereof 
compared with e^chother progressive- 
ly, which it would be impracticab e 
for the mind to comprehend all at 
once. If an author cannot thus ar- 



pal objects to collect materials for an ex- 
tensive HiSTORT OP THE COUKTT or AN- 
TRIM, and great endeavours were for manjr 
years used to interest a number of its most 
active inhabitants. But such is the apa- 
thy that prevails in any thing that requires 
a little trouble, that o°^J a few were found 
among both Clergy and Laity, to prepare 
returns of their respective parishes ; and a, 
work so long and so much desired, both at 
home and abroad, has after much prepara- 
tion on the part of this Society, never beea 
accomplished. 
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range his ideas on any subject in 
which he is conversant, so as to ren- 
der them perfectly intelligible to 
others, there is reason to suspect, 
that he has not had a clear Tiew of 
the subject himself. 

In the present age, when arts and 
sciences march hand in hand, with 
acceleratisd pace ; wheri almost every 
day produces some new discovery 
in nature's laws, or invention in 
the mechanic arts ; and in a com- 
mnnity, such as that of Belfast, eon- 
sisting of literary and scientific 
gentlemen, enterprisittg merchants, 
or ingenious manufacturers and ar^ 
tisans, the plan of the Belfast Liter> 
ary Society, (where a small fine, as 
an additional stimulus^ attaches on 
failure of producing a paper,) is well 
calculated to call forth exertions 
which otherwise would probably 
have never been made. In proof of 
thin, the following fact may be ad- 
duced as one instance. 

A few years ago, a paper was 
read before this society, on the the- 
ory of a new detached CtocK Escape- 
ment ; the principle of which was 
stated to be, that instead of commu- 
nicating motion from the weight, or 
maintaining power, to the pendulum, 
through a train of wheels and pinions, 
(as is the case with almost all 
other escapements, both of clocks and 
watches, that have yet been pub- 
lished,*] the impulse is given imme- 
diately to the pendulum itself, by 
means of two small steel levers, al- 
ternately raised from the same points 
of rest, and again falling from the 
same height on the pendulum ; the 
office of the crown, or escapement 
wheel, being merely to raise those 
levers, which by their own weight 

* It i« admitted, that an account of a 
cloclC'escapment ou the same principle, 
but totally different in construction, and 
much more complex, was published many 
years ago. Jee ■< Aa. Essajr towards the 
Improvement of Clock-worlc," by Mr. 
Alexaader Cummiog. 



alone, maintain the motion of *,he 
pendulum. On this principle, the 
maintaining power must be as uni- 
form as gravity itself ; and all (he ir- 
regularities of the train, whether a- 
rising from friction, influence of oil, 
or change of temperature, are almost 
entirely avoided. 

Since the paper was read, a Chro- 
nometer has been constructed on the 
above principle, which has been go- 
ing for a year past, although but late- 
ly fitted into a case. That the coit- 
struction is strictly conformable to 
the principle, any one conversant in 
machinery of this kind, may be con- 
vinced by inspection, at No. 14« 
High-street, Belfast. 

The pendulum-rod of this Chro- 
nometer is composed of a piece of 
fir-deal, well dried and varnished, 
in preference to the gridiron pen> 
dnlum, composed of diilerent metals; 
which, however constructed, is liable 
to several objections. 

The- pendulum ball which weighs 
ten and a' half pounds, has the 
lenticular shape, and is turned per- 
fectly true on two axis's, at right 
angles to each other. The section 
oftliat part of the wooden rod which 
passes through the centre of the bat), 
is an oblong square, and the ball is 
made to slide on it freely* but with- 
out shake, by means of a brass box, 
made to fit it correctly, and which 
passes through the centre of the 
lens from one edge to the ci- 
ther. The ball is supported by its 
lower edge, instead of its centre, as 
in the gridiron pendulum ; because* 
by this construction, the expansion 
of the lens upwards can be made to 
counteract all the expansion dowiL 
war<fj of those parts of the pendulum- 
rod which are unavoidably metallic. 
The whole movement contairis 
only three wheels, and' two pinioni, 
and a weight of six pound is sufficient 
to maintain its motion eight days, 
with a fail of four and a half feet. ' 

X.X. 



